PUBLISHER'S  NOTE
Dr Van Loon wrote his geography of the world inter-
national events have caused sudden and violent changes in certain
national boundaries. In many European countries native forms
of government were temporarily eclipsed, and conditions of life in
those lands were largely hidden from observers in Great Britain and
America.
During the war of 1939-45 it seemed well not to apply any process
of revision to the geographical and political statements contained in
the book. The cloud of war has now lifted, but the boundaries of,
and the forms of government in, many countries are still in the
melting-pot In many things, however, Dr Van Loon's account
is substantially correct, and no adjustment has been made for the
present impression.